

















CALRAIL 2020 SNAPSHOTS

We are grateful to Carl Morrison for use
of extracts from his excellent summary of
the CalRail 2020 conference. His full text,
with many more photos is available at

http://trainweb.org/carl/TRAC2007/

The November 2 CalRail 2020 Conference
hosted by Caltrans at its new district campus
in Old Town San Diego, featured a strong set
of presentations on the status of California
rail development plans.

Richard Phelps, VP of Transportation for
Amtrak, flanked by Jack Rich, Director of
Product Management and Joe Yannuzzi, Gen.
Sup. of the SW Div. gave a "State of Amtrak"
address. Phelps highlighted Amtrak’s recent
revenue growth, with $1.5 billion in ticket
revenue last year, up 8 percent. He reported
that on-time performance is also up, with 78
percent of western trains arriving on time.
Challenges to the California program include
a high rate of locomotive failure and shortage
of rail cars due to ridership growth.

Patrick Merrill of Caltrans Division of Rail
presented a state-level view, and collaborated
with Phelps in answering questions posed to
Amtrak, providing many details of interest.

In California, since 2001 there has been a 35
percent increase in ridership. Two Superliner
cars have already been refurbished to add to
the Northern California fleet, and a further
five are being refurbished for Surfliner duty.
Addition of a second daily train between
Los Angeles and the Bay Area via the Coast
Route figures heavily in Caltrans planning,
and is the next state-supported service likely
to be implemented. Quik-Trak machines are
being added in Los Angeles and San Diego,
and progress is hoped for on Amtrak tickets
from joint Metrolink-Amtrak ticket machines.
George Chilson, President of the National
Association of Railroad Passengers, gave a
presentation about the NARP Vision Plan for
the future of passenger rail in the US. Mr.
Chilson asked how many of the 100 attend-
ees did not have internet access. He counted
three. He then announced that attendees
should go to the NARP website to see the
national map, which shows numerous new
desired lines, particularly in the Midwest.

Josh Shaw, Executive Director of the
California Transit Association, talked about
his organization's decision to sue to reclaim
a good portion of the $1.3 billion in transit
funds illegally diverted to the general fund in
the last budget process.

Shaw also spoke of an initiative to protect
all state transit funds from diversion, prevent-
ing the shell games which got around the
intent of Proposition 1A by simply diverting
funds not specifically protected. He observed
that since 2000, $3 billion of funds originally
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dedicated to transit by Sen. James R. Mill's
Transportation Development Act of 1972 had
been extracted to prop up the General Fund.

In the state fiscal 2007-08 budget, $100
million of transit funds became grants for
Home to School busing. This went for yel-
low school buses, not the mass transit use
specified by law. $130 million was diverted
to Regional Disabled Centers, an admirable
goal, but again not a legal use. $950 million
of transit funds was used to pay the bond
debt service on previously issued bonds,
another improper use.

To read Mr. Shaw's documents for this
litigation and for current status of the case,
go to: http://caltransit.org

As advertised, a double-set of Sprinter
diesel articulated cars was standing at new
tracks at Oceanside Sunday morning, await-
ing conference attendees. This excursion
was, in fact, the first time the Sprinter had
made an Oceanside - Escondido trip with
public riders on board. Full service is now
expected to begin in March, 2008.
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Left column: Walt Stringer, Manager of the
Sprinter project for North County Transit,
giving an overview, Senator James R. Mills
whose legislation and ceaseless efforts for
modern rail service started the California
rail revival, and the interior of a new Sprinter
showing the airy feel of the big-window car.

Center column: Patrick Merrill of Caltrans
Division of Rail, discussing rail capital fund-
ing, Josh Shaw of the California Transit
Association speaking about his lawsuit to
restore ripped-off transit funds to the Public
Transportation Account.

Right column: Richard Phelps, Amtrak VP
of Transportation, with Joe Yannuzzi SW
Division General Superintendent. Below:
Richard Hamilton in a rare moment when he
was not announcing points of interest on the
Sprinter excursion.
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